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HOMEMAKERS '  CHAT  Thursday,  February/  13,  1941. 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "QUESTIONS  ON  LAi-DPS  AND  CLOSETS."     Information  from  the  Bureaus  of  Home 
Economics  and  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture.   Publication  available,  Farmers'  Bulletin  1865,  Closets  and  Storage  Spaces. 

— ooOoo — 

Tomorrow  is  St.  Valentine's  Day,  and  probably  postmen  all  over  the  country 
will  be  burdened  with  sentimental  messages.    But  today  the  mailbag  reveals  only 
practical  problems  about  lamps  and  closets.    As  usual  we've  passed  the  questions 
along  to  specialists  in  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  the  Bureaus  of 
Home  Economics  and  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering.    And  we're  reminding  you 
of  a  brand  new  bulletin  for  which  you  can  send. 

The  first  writer  says:     "We  have  decided  to  buy  a  new  reading-lamp  for  the 
living-room, —  a  table  lamp.    Please  tell  us  what  points  to  check  in  picking  it  out.' 

The  lighting  specialists  say  you  need  a  table  lamp  designed  to  give  both 
direct  and  indirect  light.     In  the  newer  types  of  lamps  the  light  is  softened  by 
passing  it  through  a  diffusing  bowl  of  glass  or  plastic.     The  open  top  of  this 
diffusing  bowl  directs  the  remaining  light  to  the  ceiling  for  general  illumination. 

Be  sure  the  lamp  stands  high  enough  on  the  table  for  a  good  spread  of  light, 
so  that  several  people  grouped  around  the  table  for  reading  or  sewing  can  see  well. 
For  ordinary  reading,  writing,  or  studying,  the  specialists  recommend  a  100-watt 
bulb  in  a  table  lamp  that  has  an  8-inch  diffusing  bowl.     But  if  your  family  is 
likely  to  read  fine  print  frequently  or  do  much  fine  sewing,  better  choose  a  lamp 
with  a  nine  and  three-eighths  inch  diffusing  bowl  and  use  a  150-watt  bulb.     Or  one 
with  three  intensities  of  light. 

Quite  as  important  as  the  height  of  the  lamp  and  the  larger-sized  bulbs  is 
the  kind  of  shade  you  should  have.    Pick  a  shade  that  is  wide  at  the  base  and  that 
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tapers  slightly  toward  the  top, —  one  that  is  also  deep  enough  to  shield  the  "bulb 
and  diffusion  howl  from  your  eyes.    Don't  choose  a  semi-transparent  shade  that  is 
so  thin  you  can  see  the  light  bulb  or  the  bowl  through  it.     Shades  with  plain  out- 
side surfaces  usually  harmonize  best  with  other  living-room  furnishings,  but  if  you 
prefer  a  decorated  shade,  it  should  be  opaque  so  the  design  doesn't  cast  a  shadow 
on  your  book  or  work.     The  inside  surface  of  the  shade  should  be  white  or  definite- 
ly light-colored,  to  reflect  light  downward. 

So  much  for  the  lamp.     Now  for  the  next  question:  "How  can  we  make  a  large 
bed-room  closet  more  convenient?    This  closet  is  shared  by  both  husband  and  wife. 
It  is  about  six  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  and  it  has  a  center  door.     But  we 
don't  seem  to  have  room  enough  for  our  things  without  crowding.     The  pole  for 
hangers  crosses  the  closet,  parallel  to  the  front,  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
closet.    That  makes  the  space  behind  the  pole  practically  useless.    And  it' s  hard 
to  reach  the  things  on  the  shelf  across  the  back  of  the  closet,     What  can  we  do 
with  our  shoes? 

You  can  improve  the  arrangement  of  this  closet  very  easily,  the  experts  say. 
When  two  people  must  use  the  same  closet,  it  is  better  to  have  a  separate  rod  for 
each  one's  clothes.     So  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  take  out  the  rod  that  runs 
across  the  closet,  parallel  to  the  door,  and  put  in  two  rods  running  from  front  to 
back,  one  on  each  side  of  the  door.     Set  these  rods  about  12  inches  from  the  side 
walls  behind  them  so  that  garments  on  hangers  will  not    brush  the  wall. 

Don't  put  any  hooks  behind  the  rods,  nor  within  12  inches  of  their  ends. 
But  you  can  put  some  hooks  for  regularly  used  house  clothing  like  nightwear  and 
bathrobes  at  the  back  of  the  closet.     Set  both  hooks  and  rods  at  least  63  inches 
from  the  floor,  so  clothing  will  hand  clear. 

With  rods  on  each  side  and  a  space  between  them,  you'll  now  be  able  to 
reach  and  use  the  shelf  you  have  without  any  trouble.     You  may  want  a  wider  shelf, 


or  you  may  have  to  change  its  position  a  little.     The  recommended  place  for  a 
closet  shelf  is  at  least  two  and  a  half  inches  above  the  rod  for  hangers.  Fifteen 
inches  is  a  good  width  for  a  shelf  intended  to  take  hat  "boxes.    And  if  you  can  use 
a  second  shelf,  allow  at  least  nine  inches  space  between  the  two  shelves  for  those 
boxes.     The  upper  shelf  could  be  narrower  than  the  lower  one.    Another  way  to  get 
more  shelf  room  is  to  extend  the  shelf  you  have  now  at  right  angles  on  each  side, 
over  the  hanger  rods. 

About  shoes:     There  are  several  ways  to  keep  shoes  in  order  in  a  closet. 
You  could  have  a  simple  tilted  shelf  below  the  garment  hangers  near  the  floor. 
This  shelf  should  have  a  molding  across  it  to  catch  the  heels  of  the  shoes.    And  of 
course  the  hanger  rod  should  still  be  63  inches  above  so  that  clothing  does  not 
touch  the  shoes. 

Or  you  could  have  shoe  racks,  one  above  the  other,  on  the  closet  door.  If 
you  can  get  along  with  shorter  rods,  say  30  inches  long  instead  of  the  width  of  the 
closet,  you  could  put  in  a  vertical  tier  of  shoe  shelves  about  18  inches  wide  on 
either  side  of  the  door.     And  here  are  some  other  points  to  think  about: 

Do  you  have  an  electric  light  inside  your  closet?    And  how  is  the  closet 
ventilated?    Could  you  have  a  full-length  mirror  on  the  closet  door,  either  inside 
or  outside,  depending  on  where  you  put  your  shoe  racks?    If  there  is  much  dust 
where  you  live,  better  have  a  threshold  below  the  door  to  keep  it  tightly  closed 
so  the  contents  will  stay  clean. 

But  all  these  ideas  and  many  more  on  other  kinds  of  closets  are  described 
in  that  new  bulletin  I  mentioned.    You  can  get  it  free  by  writing  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.    Ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1865,  or  just  for  the 
"Closet  Bulletin."    That  all  for  today.     More  questions  next  week. 
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